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The Journey So Far... (from a personal point of view)

Swiss Theatre Collection
Asterio Linked Data Platform
(Project Application)
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(Students’ 
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SPA 3.0 Platform
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(Project Application)

SPA Data Model

Wikidata: Performing Arts

Ehrenreich Collection CAPACOA: Linked 
Digital Future Initiative ?
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Many Trajectories – Similar Visions...

From Different Perspectives...



Performing Arts Value Network (Bonet & Schargorodsky 2018)

Bonet & Schargorodsky 2018, p. 45, all rights reserved.
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• Offer their services vis-à-is
producing organizations

• Consulting documentation about
earlier productions

Key Stakeholders and Usage Scenarios 

Performing Arts Professionals

• Personal Agents

• Casting Agencies

• Production Companies

Presenters / Promoters

Ticketing Platforms

Operators of Arts Facilities

Writers & Composers

Theatre / Concert Goers

Online Consumers

Media Professionals

Tourist Boards

Persons Providing 

Information to Tourists

Search Engines / Computer-

based Personal Assistants

Educators and Learners

Researchers

Lexicographers

Heritage Institutions

Private Collectors

Statistical Services

How about your usage scenarios? – Leave your comments
in the draft document for consultation!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P2nP81SlroQnPAsBvGjVQORwds-Zy7UUsqL_TYX1a0s/edit#heading=h.65abxow0iwx9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P2nP81SlroQnPAsBvGjVQORwds-Zy7UUsqL_TYX1a0s/edit#heading=h.65abxow0iwx9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P2nP81SlroQnPAsBvGjVQORwds-Zy7UUsqL_TYX1a0s/edit#heading=h.65abxow0iwx9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P2nP81SlroQnPAsBvGjVQORwds-Zy7UUsqL_TYX1a0s/edit#heading=h.65abxow0iwx9


Stakeholder Requirements Regarding Data Coverage



Platform Architecture



State of Implementation

Swiss Performing Arts Database
Wikidata / Wikimedia Commons

Culture Creates

concerts



Databases

• ISNI

• VIAF

• MusicBrainz

• Discogs

• IMDb

• Songkick

• Wikidata

Relevant Base Registers / Authority Files

Entities

• Works (literary, musical, choreographic)

• Editions/Translations of Works

• Character Roles

• Performing Arts Buildings

• Humans (writers, composers, performing

arts professionals)

• Organizations (presenting organizations, 

musical ensembles, theatre troupes, dance

troupes)

They play a key role in 
interlinking datasets
from various sources.

Some statistics (Wikidata, April 2019)
• 420’000 musical works
• 21’000 plays
• 820 choreographic works
• 11’000 character roles
• 20’000 performing arts buildings
• 260’000 musicians
• 250’000 actors/actresses
• 87’000 musical ensembles
• 5’000 theatre troupes
• 340 dance troupes
and steadily growing...



Current Challenges

Source of the graphic: eCH-0205 – Linked Open Data

Data 

scraping & 

cleansing

Data Ingest 

(data mapping 

& matching) Data 

Modelling 

Issues

✔ ✔

Manual 

Data Entry

How to Overcome 

the Chicken-and-

Egg Problem?

https://www.ech.ch/vechweb/page?p=dossier&documentNumber=eCH-0205&documentVersion=1.0


Bootstrapping From Two Angles

1. Piecing together information about the past, based on the data held 

by heritage institutions or the performance history of individual 

organizations

2. Tapping into the performing arts value chain, aggregating data 

about current and future performing events.

Guiding Principles

• Start out from larger, well-maintained existing databases that contain 

data about works, venues, persons, and organizations involved in 

performing arts productions.

• Collective efforts to aggregate data should be driven by flexible usage 

scenarios that yield incremental benefits, with a focus on low-hanging 

fruits.

Bootstrapping the Knowledge Base



• Provide a high-level overview of what material can be found in the 

various archives; facilitate a first search for material.

• Create a “Worldcat” for theatre, a central finding aid with pointers to 

archival materials with direct references to entries in the institutions’ 

online catalogues and if possible to the digital documents themselves.

• Improve the interlinking between archival databases.

• Complement the data held by a given archive with data obtained 

from third party sources.

• Use anniversaries as an occasion to systematically process and 

publish the data in a specific area (e.g. performance history of a 

specific theatre company, of an artist, etc.). Anniversaries are a good 

occasion to attract public attention and to obtain extra funding; at the 

same time, coherent, systematically curated data corpuses are 

particularly attractive for researchers.

Low-Hanging Fruits (Theatre Archives)



• Use Wikidata-driven infoboxes for a variety of articles.

Low Hanging Fruits (Wikipedia)
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• Expose data about current and future performances in a format that 

allows search engines to aggregate them more easily.

Low-Hanging Fruits (Presentation & Promotion)

Which low-hanging fruits are
there in your area? 



Thank You for Your Attention!

Keep in touch!

Beat Estermann

Bern University of Applied Sciences

Institute for Public Sector Transformation

beat.estermann@bfh.ch

+41 31 848 34 38


